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Recreation in South Dakota
Demands for recreation will be nearly ten times as
great in 2000 as they were in 1960. Will South Dakota
be ready?
This tenfold increase is an estimate by "Resources for the Future," a nonprofit national organization for research and education in the development, conservation, and use of natural resources.
More than just another statisticians projection into
the future, the estimate is a real clue to concrete opportunities for developing recreational services in South
Dakota in the years ahead.
Recreation is already a big business in South Dakota. Income from this and tourist trade in 1960 was
greater than the value of all corn or wheat produced
and approached one-fourth of the value of all livestock on farms in 1960.
Economic growth and development of a state depends to a great extent on what it can produce and
sell. South Dakota's future will depend on how well
you, as citizens, recognize and take advantage of the
opportunities you have. And recreational development is one opportunity that appears to have great
potential.
By John Thompson, Extension economist
Income from tourist trade and recreation was greater
in South Dakota in 1960 than the value of all corn or
wheat produced. In 1959 park visitations increased
from 350,000 to 3,700,000. Estimates are that visitors to
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NEED AND OPPORTUNITY

In a real sense, development of a recreational service is similar to building a plant or improving and enlarging a farm in order to expand production. Recreational facilities can produce an income as important
to a community or state as the profits from industry
and agriculture. Investment in South Dakota recreational facilities is becoming more important for at
least two big reasons.
First of all, public demand for recreation has increased and will continue to do so in the future. Secondly, greater economic stability is possible through
Lewis and Clark Lake, alone, spent nearly two and a
half million dollars last year. And demands for recreation are constantly increasing.

the development and expansion of recreational
services.
RECREATIONAL DEMAN DS TO INCREASE

Let's take a good look at why recreational demands are expected to increase in South Dakota.
United States population increased from 150 to
160 million from 1950 to 1960. Estimates are that the
1960 to 1970 increase will be 15'% or about 28 million.
And, by 2000 (less than 40 years), population should
be nearly 330 million, or almost double the 1960
figure. Commo n sense says more people will be seeking recreation. Only by constant progress during this
next 40 years will South Dakota be able to provide
space and facilities to meet this heavy demand.
Take-home pay increased from $204 billion to
$351 billion from 1950 to 1960 in the United States.
Buying power of this money, based on 1954 prices,
increased from $230 to $319 billion in the same decade. Average annual earnings per full time industrial
worker shot up from $3,024 to $4,705 from 1950-60.
Our gross national product (the value of all goods
and services produced) is estimated to go from $504
billion to $2,200 billion by 2000. And, based on these
figures, the odds are that many more dolllars will go
for recreat ion-not only because we will have more
money to spend- but also, because of more leisure
time, a bigger percentage will be spent for fun and
relaxation.
Transportation has and will likely continue to
improve. Again the 1959 annual report "Resources
for the Future," projects that 58 million cars in 1959
will jump to 230 million in 2000. This will have an-
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other great impact on South Dakota tourist and recreational trade. The 1,428 million vists in 1956 to the
nation's state and national parks, reservoirs, forests,
and wildlife refuges will increase to over 13,750 million in the next 40 years.
STABILITY IN RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The second major reason why South Dakotans
need to seriously consider promotion and expansion
of recreation is to add dollars ( or stability) to the
economy.
South Dakota is one of the most agricultural states
in the nation. The changing climate, unpredictability
of crop and livestock production, and the ups and
downs of farm product prices causes great variation
in general year-to-year economic activity. For instance, during the drough t of 1959, net income per
farm dropped 35'%. In cases like this, extra nonfarm
jobs make the whole economy more stable. In short,
providing hunting , fishing, boating, camping, and
other facilities, is another way to provide needed jobs
and more security for South Dakotans.
Developing recreational areas also gives jobs to
many young people who would otherwise leave South
Dakota. It can improve the community by increasing
recreational opportunities for local citizens and it can
assist in financing other public services because of its
broadening effect on the tax base and the consequent
lowering of the tax burden.
Benefits from recreation are hard to measure, but
the following paragraphs give some indication of
what tourism and recreation mean to South Dakotans.
The South Dakota Departm ent of Game, Fish and
Parks says that "one in three South Dakotans hunt
and one in four fish." The Departm ent also reports
that "South Dakota's economy annually realizes about
$50 mi1lion from hunting, fishing, and allied outdoor
recreation." This is equal to about one-half of the income ·received from the sale of all hogs in South Dakota in 1959, about twice the value of all eggs sold,
and about twice the income received by farmers from
government payments in that year.
Estimates well in excess of $100 million have been
made for tourist purchases in South Dakota. This
makes tourism second only to agriculture. It was equal
to the value of South Dakota corn production in 1960
($115,673,000) and exceeded the dollar value of all
wheat produced in that year.
For the 1959-60 fiscal year, the state received $734,624.60 from resident hunting and fishing licenses, and
$1,247,673,000 from the sale of nonresident licenses.
Much of this money was used for land acquisition and
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development, law enforcement, game management,
and payments to counties for licenses sold. All these
expenditures benefit the general public.
Park visitations increased from about 350,000 in
1950 to 3,700,000 in 1959. This upward trend is ex•
pected to continue.
A survey in one eastern South Dakota town of
about 15,000, showed the sale of boats, tents, air mattresses, sleeping bags, life vests, and camping trailers
was more than $100,000 in one season. Other expenses,
such as hotel and motel bills, gasoline, and meals, and
other sporting goods also added a great deal of money
to the community.
Creation of reservoirs along the Missouri is already
providing recreation. After all the federal reservoirs
in South Dakota are filled they will provide over 900
square miles of water surface. Fishermen numbered
over one-half million at Lewis and Clark Lake, the
only completed reservoir, last summer. Another halfmillion picnicked in the area; about 300,000 used the
lake for boating; 245,000 for swimming, and 200,000
for camping. Many of these statistics, of course, repre-
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sent dupJications, as many persons participated in
more than one activity. But the University of South
Dakota Business Research Bureau estimates that these
visitor~ to Lewis and Clark Lake still spent about
$2,400,000 during the summer.
In 1945, the average nonresident visitor spent 2
days in South Dakota. In 1960 he spent 4¼ days.
A dollar spent by a tourist in your town usually
changes hands several times in the community-this
is called a multiplying effect. In a sense the dollar becomes several dollars, as several people use it to buy
something they want or need. The same thing happens to local money invested in recreational facilities
-and as optimism mounts and more is invested, the
multiplying effect of the money goes continually up,
and is reflected advantageously in the face of the
community.
EARLY PLANNING IS NEEDED

It is important to make plans now and take early
action on those plans if we are to make the most of
South Dakota's recreation potential. Failure to make

plans in advance of the actual need frequently causes
unnecessary hardship. Wise planning also causes areas
to grow at a more rapid rate. Below are plans often
valuable to a community or to a state for recreational
developments:
1. Setting aside land that is·or can be made a desirable public area is important. This has two advantages. It can encourage private development next to
such areas and it assures the citizens of a community
that they will be able to use these natural or publicly
developed resources.

2. Communities can provide wildlife habitat in
conjunction with the development of reservoirs.
3. Another good plan is to make provisions for
highways before development occurs so as to lower
costs and provide good access to the recreational areas.
4. We should have zoning laws for existing industries and others that may become feasible as a result
of more adequate water, power, and an increasing demand for products or services.
5. Health and sanitary regulations also need to be
established.
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